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POVERTY IN AMERICA

number percent
UNITED STATES (total) 32,907,000 11.7%
Men 14,327,000 10.4
Women 18,580,000 12.9

U.S. Government Definition of Poverty: The U.S. government defines the official
poverty level as the estimated cost of food multiplied by three. A family with less
income than this minimum budget would be considered to be in poverty. The U.S.
government estimates, therefore, for a family of four would be approximately
$17,500 per year and for a single person approximately $10,000 per year.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2002
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